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F
abulous fossils are not 
the only thing that Lyme 
Regis is famous for, this 
pretty Jurassic Coast 

town and its hinterland has long 
been a magnet for artists and art-
lovers. And this month, whether 
you are a doer or a viewer, there 
are some exciting developments 
happening on the local visual 
arts scene. 

An experienced team of artists, 
art lecturers and exhibition 
curators, who live and work in 
the region, have come together 
to form Lyme Bay Arts CIC: an 
independent, members-based 
and not-for-profit ‘community 
interest company’.

Lyme Bay Arts will be 
showcasing and promoting artists 
and makers from Dorset, Devon 
and Somerset who work in every 
style, medium and dimension, 
as well as other community 
arts organisations. The aim is 
to build sustainable platforms - 
exhibitions, workshops and other 
types of artistic, educational 
and social events - on which 
individuals and groups can 
collaborate. As its name implies, 
its catchment encompasses the 
whole of the Lyme Bay area and 
sometimes further afield.   

Phil Clayton is the new 
company’s Artistic Director: “We 
are committed to representing 
emerging as well as established 
artists, to forging links with 
other groups and to coming 
up with challenging ways to 
promote and exhibit artwork,” 
he explains. “Our experiences 

‘Inclusiveness and 
thinking outside the box 
produce an invigorating 
working environment’

A Company

Lyme Bay Arts is an innovative collaboration 
that will bring exciting new opportunities 
to artists in Dorset, Devon and Somerset 

Words: Karol Kulik 

Chris Goodman taking part in the Drawing Workship run by Christine Allison this summer in Lyme Regis
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have shown that inclusiveness 
and thinking outside the box 
produce an invigorating working 
environment and lead to 
successful outcomes.”

Over the summer the company 
took its first step by creating a 
new exhibition venue and home 
for Lyme Bay Arts - to be known 
simply as The Gallery - at the 
Manor Yard, Symondsbury, just 
outside Bridport. The team at 
Symondsbury Estate share Lyme 
Bay Arts’ vision for The Gallery 
as a space that will host solo, 
group and open exhibitions, as 
well as talks, workshops and 
demonstrations. 

The Gallery, which is 
currently hosting some preview 

exhibitions, officially opens on 
10 August with Terra Incognita, 
a showcase of recent paintings by 
Andy Rollo, who is particularly 
excited about exhibiting at this 
lovely thatched barn in the heart 
of the West Dorset countryside. 
“The work I’ve been producing 
over the last decade has been 
inspired in part by the geology 
and history of Dorset, and in 
particular the Dorset Ridgeway 
and Jurassic Coast,” says Andy, 
who is a lecturer in art and 
design at Yeovil College. “The 
new gallery will not only help to 
raise my profile locally but it also 
provides opportunities for work 
to be exhibited that isn’t quite 
as traditional; work that doesn’t 

only respond to a specific place 
but delves more into imaginary 
landscapes and foregrounds 
visual language elements like 
shape, line and colour.”

Alongside establishing a new 
exhibition space, Lyme Bay 
Arts also inaugurated outreach 
and short-term venues over 
the summer. This included an 
art exhibition in the Langmoor 
Room, a Drop-in and Draw 
workshop with Christine Allison, 
author of Drawing published by 
the Guild of Master Craftsmen, 
and two pop-up shows on Marine 
Parade where local artists 
showcased their work. This was 
such a positive experience that 
similar pop-ups along the coast 
are planned in coming months.

Helping to develop this exciting 
new initiative in Dorset is The 
Arts Development Company 
(theartsdevelopmentcompany.
org.uk), who are working with 
Lyme Bay Arts CIC to help them 
fulfill their potential.  Andrew 
Knutt is their Culture+ Business 
Developer: “Lyme Bay Arts CIC 
will be delivering art related 
projects throughout the county 
and beyond,” he says.  “They 
will be offering some unique 
programmes, outreach to other 
areas, involving the community 
and working with all age groups. 
It really is exciting times and I see 
a very bright future for Lyme Bay 
Arts.” u

Right: ‘Ridegway’ 
by Andy Rollo, part 
of Terra Incognita          
(8-21 August) at The 
Gallery (left) at Manor 
Yard, Symondsbury 

lyMe bAy Arts 

F i n d  ou t  mor e 
For details of events at The Gallery and other 
showcases, or to join the company as artist or 
supporter, please visit lymebayarts.co.uk or get in 
touch via email at contact@lymebayarts.co.uk 
or via Facebook or Instagram @lymebayarts. 

ABOVE: Display of 
ceramics by Lyme 
Bay artists at the 
Langmoor Room, 
part of the Lyme 
Bay Arts exhibition 
this summer
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